
Gender & Development

Contraception 
!
Fact:  

It is estimated that one in three deaths related 

to pregnancy and childbirth could be avoided if 

all women had access to contraceptive 

services.  (UNFPA) As much as 75% of all 

pregnancies worldwide are unplanned or 

unwanted, accounting for nearly 300,000 new 

pregnancies every day. (poverty-action.org) 

Half of all first births in the developing girls are 

to adolescent girls. (girleffect.org) !
Think about:  

Why might there be a controversy about 

funding contraception for women? !
Discuss: 

1. Do you think poverty is affected by a 

women’s choice over her family size. Why? 

2. When a large number of children are born 

to a family, how does that affect their 

standard of living? 

3. Is this an important goal to achieve for 

sustainable development? !
Take Action:  

Join the ittakestwo.org movement and take 

action.
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Gender & Development

Girl 
Declaration 
!
Fact:  

The world too often neglects the human rights 

of adolescent girls. People take advantage of 

their lack of power and political voice, their  

isolation amid restrictive social norms, and 

their limited access to financial assets and 

protection under the law.  !
Think about:  

Why has the girl declaration been written? !
Discuss: 

1. Why do you think girls have fewer rights 

than men? 

2. Why do you think investing in adolescent 

girls can have such a big impact on 

sustainable development? 

3. What investments would you make in 

girls?   !
Take Action: learn more at  

girleffect.org and campaign on behalf of girls 

globally. 
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Women & 
Poverty 
!
Fact:  

The “feminisation of poverty” refers to the 

fact that 70% of the world’s poor are women. !!
Think about:  

Why are women more likely to be poorer than 

men? !
Discuss: 

1. Why are women poorer and how does 

poverty affect their families? 

2. What can prevent women from earning an 

income? 

3. How can women’s poverty be overcome? !
Take Action:  

Watch Kakenya Ntaiya: A girl who demanded 

school
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Girl Rising 
!
Fact:  

In India, adolescent pregnancy results in nearly 

$10 billion in lost potential income. In Uganda, 

85 per cent of girls leave school early, 

resulting in $10billion in lost potential earnings. 

By delaying child marriage and early birth for 

one million girls, Bangladesh could potentially 

add $69billion to the national income over 

these girls' lifetimes. (girleffect.org) !!
Think about:  

Does Sexism exist? !
Discuss: 

1. Do you think a girl’s education is valued 

less than a boy’s? Why are girls prevented 

from getting an education? 

2. Should investment in girls be a global 

priority? Why, Why not? 

3. Should the rights of girls become a global 

priority? Why, Why not? !
Take Action:  

Watch Girl Rising and hold a screening in 

your school or community to raise funds  
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Girl Effect 
!!
Fact:  

Worldwide over 51 million adolescent girls 

15-19 are married. In some countries women 

are too scared to go to school in case they are 

raped or abducted. !
Think about:  

What rights do you have that other girls and 

women do not? !
Discuss: 

1. Why do you think women have fewer 

rights than men? 

2. Where in the world do you think women 

have the least amount of rights? What do 

you think the world should do about this? 

3. Why are girls and women the most 

marginalised groups globally?   !
Take Action:  

Watch Kakenya Ntaiya: A girl who demanded 

school Join the girleffect.org movement. 

"The Girl Effect is a MOVEMENT. It's about 

about ending poverty. And it's about doing so 

by investing in girls.  
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Barriers 
!
Fact:  

Removing barriers to education for girls such 

as early marriage, gender-based violence, 

domestic slavery and sex trafficking means 

not only a better life for girls, but a safer, 

healthier and more prosperous world for all. !
Think about:  

Why is it harder to be a girl? !!
Discuss: 

1. Why are girls more likely to be undervalued 

around the world and why do you think that 

the work that women do is viewed as less 

important? 

2. Why do you think women own so little 

property? 

3. Why are people threatened by a girls 

education? !
Take Action:  

Ted Talk by Sheryl WuDunn: Our Century's 

Greatest Injustice investigates the 

oppression of women globally. 

6
Created by Vivienne Parry  © 2014 UNICEF Ireland. 

http://www.ted.com/talks/sheryl_wudunn_our_century_s_greatest_injustice
http://www.ted.com/talks/sheryl_wudunn_our_century_s_greatest_injustice


Gender & Development

Education 
!
Fact:  

Malala was shot in the head by the Taliban for 

speaking out against the Taliban’s ban on girls 

getting an education. !
Think about:  

Do you value your opportunity to go to school 

and learn? !
Discuss: 

1. Why are girls targeted by extremists? 

2. Why are educated girls a threat to society? 

3. What do you think of Malala? !
Take Action:  

Watch Ted Talk, Ziauddin Yousafzai: My 

daughter, Malala 
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