
Gender & Representation 

Television 
!
Fact:  

Representations of women across all media 

tend to highlight, physical beauty, female 

sexuality, emotional  vs intellectual  

interactions, relationships vs independence. !
Think about:  

How are men/boys depicted in the media. !
Discuss: 

1. Name TV programmes where a strong 

female is the lead character, & then where 

a strong male character is the lead?   

2. Do people want to see stories where 

women are at the centre? Discuss  

3. Toddlers and Tiaras is about looking at and 

judging little girls, often dressed in 

sexualised clothing and swimsuits. Is this 

appropriate? Is there a boy equivalent? 

What does this teach girls and boys? !
Take Action:  

Take Action: Watch How the Media Failed 

Women in 2013 . Learn more, go to 

therepresentationproject.org,  seejane.org, 

www.4everygirl.com 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NswJ4kO9uHc
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http://www.seejane.org
http://www.4everygirl.com
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http://www.4everygirl.com


Gender & Representation

Film !
Fact:  

Women are faring worse at making movies in 

2013 than they were in 1998. Of all the top-

grossing movies of 2013, women accounted 

for only 16% of the writers, directors, 

producers, executive producers, editors, and 

cinematographers. Women had fewer 

speaking roles in movies in 2012 than in any 

year since 2007–only 28.4% of speaking roles 

in the top 100 films went to women. !
Think about:  

What film have you seen recently that has 

passed the Bechdel Test? !
Discuss: 

1. 1. What do you think of the Bechdel test? 

Why are there so few films about women? 

2. 2.  If men are the storytellers and narrators 

how are women presented in film and 

television. 

3. 3. Who makes the decisions about which 

films should be made !
Take Action: Watch a movie and see if it 

passes the test. If it does go to 

www.bechdeltest.com and add it to the list.
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Gender & Representation

Journalism 
!
Fact:  

Female representation in newsrooms has 

budged very little since 1999: back then, 

women made up 36.9% of the newsroom 

staff– now, it’s 36.3% (Women in Media 

Report) !
Think about:  

Do men and women tell different stories? !
Discuss: 

1. Only 24% of news stories are about 

women , 76% are about men yet they 

make up half the worlds population. Does 

that distort reality? Why? 

2. Why is female representation in the media 

not improving? 

3. Does this affect women’s representation in 

history? 

4. !
Take Action:  

Watch the Ted Talk Megan Kamerick: 

Women should represent women in media 

or Sexism in News Media in 2012. Join  

object.org.uk, Women on the Front Page by 

Nathan Nye 
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https://www.ted.com/talks/megan_kamerick_women_should_represent_women_in_media
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py5X_biBOYk
http://www.object.org.uk
https://studentaffairs.duke.edu/blog-entry/not-even-half-story
https://www.ted.com/talks/megan_kamerick_women_should_represent_women_in_media
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py5X_biBOYk
http://www.object.org.uk
https://studentaffairs.duke.edu/blog-entry/not-even-half-story


Gender & Representation

Government 
!
Fact:  

Statistics from the European Commission  

shows that with a female participation rate of 

only 15% following the General Election in 

2011, Ireland ranks 24th of the 27 Member 

States in terms of women’s participation in 

the lower house of the national parliament.  

This is well below the EU average of 24%.   !
Think about:  

Globally, women make up nearly 50% of the 

population but only 21% of parliamentarians. 

Until recently, for example, there were more 

men called David and Nick in the British 

government than women! (Oxfam.org.uk) !
Discuss: 

1. Why are there so few females represented 

in global politics? 

2. How does this effect global decision-

making? 

3. What actions can be taken to change this 

situation? !
Take Action:  

Go to womenforelection.ie enquire about 

holding an “Inspire Workshop” in your school 

or community.
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http://ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/gender-decision-making/database/politics/national-parliaments/index_en.htm
http://www.womenforelection.ie
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/gender-equality/gender-decision-making/database/politics/national-parliaments/index_en.htm
http://www.womenforelection.ie


Gender & Representation

History 
!
Fact:  

A UK study by Professor Jenny Kitzinger, 

analysing over 1500 science based articles in 

newspapers found, 5 men were quoted for 

every 1 woman and 5 men for every 1 woman 

was profiled. !
Think about:  

Are women more famous because of their 

looks or their accomplishments. Who was the 

last female you learned about in class? !
Discuss: 

1. Name 3 famous women who have made a 

significant contribution to the world. 

2. Why are women’s achievements not 

always acknowledged? 

3. Does the lack of female role models in a 

specific field discourage women from 

choosing that career path? !
Take Action:  

Bring this up with your teacher and ask them if 

the next project can be about women. 

Investigate more on sheheroes.org, National 

Geographic, & 

coolchicksfromhistory.tumblr.com 
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http://www.sheheroes.org
http://phenomena.nationalgeographic.com/2009/06/23/hidden-beliefs-in-science-stereotypes-predict-size-of-gender-gap-across-34-countries/
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Gender & Representation

Leadership 
!
Fact:  

According to Sheryl Sandberg COO of 

Facebook. Women make up 14-15% of 

leadership roles in the corporate sector and 

20% in the non-profit sector. !
Think about:  

Do women have equal access to decision-

making and leadership roles? !
Discuss: 

1. What actions should society take to 

address the representation issue and 

encourage girls to lead? 

2. How is decision making affected when 

women are not part of the process? 

3. Take a poll. Who in your group are 

interested in becoming leaders? 

4. Is this cover story sexist? !
Take Action:  

Learn more, watch Sheryl Sandberg: Why we 

have too few women leaders. Join the 

banbossy.com movement. Start a “Lean In” 

Circle.
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